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Sacramental Guidelines: Celebration of the Sacraments with Children who are in Danger of Death 

 

  

Not yet Obtained Use of Reason 
 

Obtained Use of Reason 

Unbaptized When an unbaptized child who has not yet obtained the use of 

reason is in danger of death, the following is to be observed: 
               

   1. The child is be baptized (Canon 867 § 2).   

       In case of necessity, anyone can validly and licitly baptize. 

   2. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 2, 891).                         

       If someone other than a bishop or priest baptizes, the  

       pastor of the place or another priest must be informed  

       so that he may confirm the child. 

   3. The sacraments are to be recorded in the parish in whose  

       territory the sacraments were administered. 

   4. If the child survives, the rest of the rites can be supplied  

       when convenient.    

 

When an unbaptized child who has obtained the use of reason is 

in danger of death, the following is to be observed: 
               

   1. The child is be baptized (Canon 867 § 2).   

       In case of necessity, anyone can validly and licitly baptize. 

   2. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 2, 891).                         

       If someone other than a bishop or priest baptizes, the  

       pastor of the place or another priest must be informed  

       so that he may confirm the child. 

   3. If the child is able to distinguish the Body of Christ from  

       ordinary food and receive it reverently, the Eucharist can be  

       administered as viaticum (Canon 913 § 2).   

   4. The sacraments are to be recorded in the parish in whose  

       territory the sacraments were administered. 
       

Baptized When a baptized child who has not yet obtained the use of 

reason is in danger of death, the following is to be observed: 
 

   1. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 2, 891).   

   2. The sacraments are to be recorded in the parish in whose  

       territory the sacraments were administered. 

 

When a baptized child who has obtained the use of reason is in 

danger of death, the following is to be observed: 
 

   1. The child is be offered the opportunity for the sacrament of  

       Penance. 

   2. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 2, 891). 

   3. The child is to be anointed. 

   4. The child is to be given Communion as viaticum. 

   5. The sacraments are to be recorded in the parish in whose  

       territory the sacraments were administered.   
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