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Catechumens: Those to Be Baptized 

A catechumen is a person who has not yet received the Sacrament of Baptism. Catechumens participate in 

the lengthy period of the catechumenate which, for the dioceses of the United States, is normatively at least 

one year long [cf. NSCUSA, no. 6]. This period for formation, instruction, and probation ends with 

the Rite of Sending of the Catechumens for Election and the Rite of Election. Permission is needed 

from the diocesan Bishop or his delegate for a period shorter than one year for a Catechumen. 

Catechumens participate in the full RCIA program and are normally baptized, Confirmed, and 

receive Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil.  

 

Candidates: Those to be received into full communion with the Catholic Church 

Non-Catholic candidates (those already validly baptized in another Christian Community) are received 

into the full communion of the Catholic Church through a profession of faith and the reception of the 

Sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist. Such candidates should not be required to wait until the 

Easter Vigil but can be received whenever it is discerned that they possess Catholic faith and are ready to 

be received, ideally on a Sunday. Moreover, “it is preferable that reception into full communion does not 

take place at the Easter Vigil lest there be any confusion of such baptized Christians with the candidates 

for baptism…” (NSCUSA, no. 33). 

Technically, a pastor may receive them at any time that he judges them ready. Many pastors will find it 

opportune to receive candidates after the celebration of the Call to Continuing Conversion on a 

Sunday in the Lenten Season or even the Easter Season.  Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 

has emerged as a very suitable time for many parishes in recent years. 

The principle ideally to be preserved is to not use the Easter Vigil for both candidates and catechumens. 

Though there will certainly be much overlap in some catechetical preparation and programming during 

the year, in the mind of the Church “finishing together as a class” is not to be prioritized above other 

considerations. 

Adult Confirmation 

In accordance with Bishop Raica’s recent guidance, baptized Catholic adults who for whatever reason 

lack the Sacrament of Confirmation and have subsequently been sufficiently catechized, are ideally 

presented to Bishop Raica as the opportunity arises in their parish, deanery celebration, or a diocesan 

celebration at the Cathedral. Please know that adults and youth may always be presented at any 

celebration of Confirmation. Delegation for conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation on Adult Baptized 

Catholic will be extended to pastors only for Pentecost Weekend.  

Note: Parish Registration for 2022-2023 Confirmation will open in August. 

Diocesan Confirmation will be celebrated in 2022-2023 at the Cathedral on the following days: 

 



Saturday, October 8, 2022 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, February 11, 2023 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, May 27, 2023   5:00 p.m. 

 

Children above the Age of Reason 

Children of catechetical age (i.e., those aged 7 and older) belong at the Rite of Sending and the Rite of 

Election. These children are to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist at 

the Easter Vigil, in the proper order, and during the same liturgy [cf. canon 852.1; National Statutes 

on the Catechumenate, nos. 18-19]. 

 

It is not only encouraged but is also presumed that catechetical instruction continues for children of a 

catechetical age who are baptized into the Catholic Church. However, the Church is very clear that the 

integrity of all three Sacraments of Initiation is to be preserved insofar as possible. Separating the 

Sacrament of Confirmation for a child who has been baptized above the age of reason is therefore to be 

discouraged.  

 

 

A Suggested Christian Initiation Parish Outline  

 

 

RCIA Curriculum begins for Catechumens    September 

Catechetical Instruction Begins for Candidates   September  

 

 

Rite of Election       First Sunday of Lent 

Rite of Calling to Continuing Conversion   First Sunday of Lent 

 

Reception into Full Communion (Candidates)   Laetare Sunday (4th Sunday of Lent) 

Alternatively, any other Sunday in the Lenten or Easter Season 

 

Celebration of Sacraments of Christian Initiation (Catechumens) Easter Vigil 

 

Adult Confirmation      Pentecost Weekend 

Delegation granted to pastors for those candidates for Confirmation who were not presented at another 

parish, deanery, or diocesan celebration of Confirmation. See above for Diocesan Confirmation dates. 

Mystagogy Period      Easter Season     

    

 


